
on May 12-14.  So many of 
you helped make this event a 
success. We had two great co-
chairs this year: Mia Poorman 
and Sandy Schwan. (Elaine 
Terry decided to step back this 
year from the chair position but 
still did a tremendous amount 
of work!) We were able to 
present a check in the amount 
of $25,000 to SafeHaven at 
their May Board meeting. Once 
again, we are helping victims 
of domestic violence in such a 
good way as well as educating 
people in our community about 
this issue. 
 
I also wish to express my con-
dolences to Colleen Meadowsõ 
family and friends. Colleen 
was a past president of Mid-
Cities SOS and passed away 
after going through a lengthy 
illness. Colleen had been a 
vital part of our group and our 

community for many years. We 
are honored to have known her 
and she is missed by so many 
people. 
 
 I look forward to seeing all of 
you at our August meeting at 
the Fort Worth SafeHaven lo-
cation. In the meantime, I hope 
everyone has a great, safe 
summer. Stay cool and calm 
during these hot days! 

The year is 
almost half 
over and we 
are continu-
ing to do a 
great job of 

supporting 
women 
and chil-
dren that 

are affected by domestic 
violence. We remain focused 
on our mission and continue to 
raise funds for victims of do-
mestic violence as well as 
awareness of this issue that 
affects so many in our commu-
nities. Once again, Iõm very 
proud to be associated with 
all of you and appreciate the 
hard work that all of us do to 
keep this issue in the forefront. 
 
Many of you attended our 
first ever Strategic Planning 
Meeting in March. We had a 

wonderful turnout with ap-
proximately 25 women in 
attendance at the Hidden 
Lakes Clubhouse. And the 
ideas were flowing! Susan 
Potter, one of our members, 
graciously volunteered to act 
as the facilitator for our meet-
ing. Imagine trying to control 
a group of strong-willed, en-
thusiastic, smart women! Susan 
did a tremendous job of cor-
ralling our ideas, keeping us 
on track and maintaining vi-
sion. The room was filled with 
energy and enthusiasm as we 
focused on areas of impor-
tance to Mid-Cities SOS. We 
determined our four main 
focus areas are infrastructure, 
fund-raising, membership and 
public relations/
communications. Different 
groups will be meeting this 

summer as we review each of 
these areas and emphasize our 
strengths and improve upon our 
weaknesses. We intend to de-
velop procedures and pro-
grams from our Strategic Plan-
ning Meeting to improve our 
organization and reach even 
more people as we continue to 
assist victims of domestic vio-
lence. 
 
We had a wonderful turnout at 
our May General meeting. 
Everyone enthusiastically wel-
comed Julie English, our former 
President, as our 2009 Shining 
Star. There is not a more de-
serving person than Julie and I 
was so proud for her.   Julie 
has a true volunteer spirit and 
as Iõve said many times, òSheõs 
a hard act to follow!ó 
 
Also at our May meeting, we 
had a great speaker from Tar-

rant County College-Northeast. 
Anita Peters is a counselor at 
the school as well as having a 
private practice in Bedford. 
She is very knowledgeable 
about domestic violence issues. 
She spoke about the effects of 
domestic violence on female 
students and how they cope 
with the additional stress it 
places on their lives. Ms. Peters 
also shared several success 
stories that included many stu-
dents finishing school, getting 
degrees and finding employ-
ment that would allow them to 
support themselves and their 
children. 
 
The month of May was a very 
busy month in that we also held 
our 18th Annual Tennis Benefit 
at the Southlake Tennis Center 
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You can subscribe to the Safe-

Haven e-newsletters by submitting 

your request to  

smbrandt@safehaventc.org           

Mid-Cities SOS is a grass-roots organization devoted to assisting SafeHaven of Tarrant County in its  mis-

sion to end family violence through safety, support, prevention, and social change.  Through fund-raising, 

publicity and volunteerism, SOS helps to provide emergency shelter, outreach services, clinical counseling, 

legal advocacy, and support groups to families who are experiencing violence in their homes. 
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Update from SafeHaven   
Summer Childrenõs Program Needs Our Help 

In the hot summertime, the livinõ 
isnõt always easy at Safe-
Haven!  Our childrenõs staff 
really needs options for field 
trips to entertain and educate 
lots of children.  Passes or tickets 
to the movies, miniature golf, zoo, 
museums, Six Flags, Hurricane 
Harbor, NRH2O, ballgames or 
other òhotspotsó are in high de-
mand!  Weõre also looking for 
groups that might want to bring 
in a special weekend meal for 
clients at either shelter like pizza 
and ice cream, sub sandwiches 
with chips, barbeque and potato 
salad or other items not usually 
available during a shelter 
stay.  Too, if you peek into our 
pantry, youõll see shelves with lots 
of room for more canned goods 
so a neighborhood or office 
drive for food would make a 
huge difference.  Afternoon snack 
items would light up some chil-

drenõs faces. 

There are so many ways to help 
during the summer when we not 
only serve more families, but chil-
dren are in the shelter all day.  I 

hope youõll pass on these ideas to 

your friends and colleagues.   

At your next meeting, you can 
help me welcome Stephanie Sto-
rey as our new Chief Programs 
Officer.  Stephanie joined The 
Womenõs Shelter in 1993 working 
in our childrenõs program at the 
old shelter.  While she left for 
awhile to be Asst. Executive Direc-
tor at the Arlington Life Shelter, 
she re-joined us almost 3 years 
ago to head our residential ser-
vices.  We are delighted she ac-
cepted this new position to over-
see all our programs and ser-
vices.   Additionally, weõll have 
information on our 30th anniver-
sary celebration which will be held 
at the home of Len and Laurie 
Roberts.  Those who LOVE special 
events should contact Reece and 

get in on the party planning asap! 

Thank you for caring year round 
about SafeHaven, our mission and 
our clients.  We  wish for you a 

safe and peaceful summer.   

                --Mary Lee Hafley, CEO  

At the May General meeting, the Mid-

Cities SOS Shining Star Selection Com-

mittee announced the selection of Julie 

English as our 2009 Shining Star. Julie  

has served Mid-Cities SOS in many 

capacities including 2008 President 

and Chair of Celebrity Chefs, Histo-

rian, and currently as Parliamentarian.  

Her leadership and contributions to our 

organization are invaluable as demon-

strated  last year when she had to 

unexpectedly step in as chair of Ce-

lebrity Chefs.  Julie will be honored on 

Friday,  October 23rd at the Annual Arts 

League Shining Stars Luncheon at the Marriott 

Las Colinas. Reserve the date and plan to join 

an SOS Table. 
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Balance as of 5/25/09 

$8,342.32 

 
2009 Donations to  

5/25/09  

$80,000.00 

 

Formula for Change  

Proceeds 

$260.55 

Sally Bustamante presented a check for 

$55,000 from the proceeds of Celebrity Chefs 

2009 to SafeHaven CEO Mary Lee Hafley and 

SafeHaven Board Treasurer Toni Mayfield at 

the February SafeHaven Board meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Sally had the pleasure to present a second 

check for $25,000 from the proceeds of the 

2009 Tennis Benefit to SafeHaven at the May 

Board meeting.  Sally is pictured with Safe-

Haven Board President Scott Turnage. 

SOS Donates $80,000 to 
SafeHaven by May 
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Are there any lengths these 
gals won't go in their aim to 
throw a great party!?  Ap-

parently not, as seen above! 

In their search for the perfect 
venue, Celebrity Chefs 2010 
Co-Chairs Donna Burdette 
and Anna Saunders donned 
hardhats to tour the new 
Dallas Cowboys Stadium as 
a possible locale for CC 
2010.   Ultimately, Donna 
and Anna proudly an-
nounced that the elegant 
Hilton at Southlake Town 
Square has been chosen to 
host Celebrity Chefs 
2010.  This selection has 
been met with lots of enthusi-
asm as the Hilton promises to 
be the optimal choice for our 
benefit. With its striking 
chandeliers and beautiful 
color scheme, their ball room 
allows us to showcase our 
celebrated chefs in grand 
style! As guests enter the ball 
room and take in its ele-
gance, the ambiance is al-
ready set for a memorable 

evening.  

Guests will stroll from one 
Chef's table to another, sa-
voring creative signature 
dishes that they will long 
remember. Already, our 
chefs are imagining special 
creations to wow you!  These 

chefs are not only excellent in 
their craft, but they are also 
very generous in donating 
their time, staff labor, and 
their signature dishes to our 
benefit. (When you dine at 
their restaurants or arrange 
for catering, please do re-
member to let them know 
how much we appreciate 
their participation!)  And let's 
not forget the highly-
anticipated Chefs' Auction 
Packages - one of which is 
featured in this newslet-
ter!  What fun to bid against 
the next table in hopes of 
winning a chef's unique dining 

experience! 

The purpose of the event is to 
benefit the child victims of 
domestic violence, and the 
goal is to make this the year 
we reach the $1,000,000 
mark in total contributions to 
SafeHaven.  The co-chairs 
and their committees are 
counting on all our members 
to help make CC 2010 a 
success - in raising awareness 
and dollars as we help Safe-
Haven in their mission to end 

domestic violence. 

The CC 2010 committees are 
in full swing planning the 
January 18, 2010 event. If 
you would like to help with 
the work - and the fun,  con-
tact Donna at 817-545-7012 
or Anna at 817-491-5226 
and you will get plugged into 
one of the various commit-
tees.  Working together on 
committees not only contrib-
utes to the cause,  it is a 
great social opportunity to 
meet new members and de-

velop lasting friendships. 

Celebrity Chefs 2010 
Location Set for Southlake 
Hilton 

Celebrity Chefs 2009 Grotto 
Winnersõ Meal òUnbelievableó 
SOS member and Celebrity 
Chefs 2010 Co-Chair 
Donna Burdette was abso-
lutely blown away with the 
six course feast Grotto Chef 
Morris Solerno prepared 
for her and her friends, 
calling it òunbelievableó.   
Donna won the meal in the 
Celebrity Chef 2009 auc-
tion.   The mealõs courses 

were:  

1st Crab Cappuccino 

2nd Tuna Grotto ð Ahi Tuna 
on Crispy Wonton with Soy 

Citrus Sauce 

3rd Steak Salerno ð NY 
Strip on Crouton with Garlic 

Butter 

4th Spinach Salad with Scal-
lops, Smoked Bacon and 

Roasted Red Onions 

5th Tenderloin with Morel 
Mushroom Sauce with Gar-
lic Mashed Potatoes and 

Red Wine Demi 

6th Chocolate Destruction 
Globe with Chocolate Cake 
and Berries covered with 

Caramel Sauce 

Chef Solerno will be returning 
to Celebrity Chefs in 2010.  Be 
prepared for stiff competition 

during the auction!   

Lucky bidders pose with Chef Solerno. 

Chocolate Destruction Globe 

If you would like to share your 

dining experience at one of our 

Celebrity Chefsõ restaurants in 

the next newsletter, please 

submit your pictures and com-

ments to                            

pattyshaw@planetshaw.com 

Celebrity Chefs - The Invitation 

Who doesn't love to receive an 
invitation in the mail?  An ele-
gant, hand-addressed  invitation 
is exciting to open and is the first 
element of setting the right tone 
for a party.  Before the official 
invitations to Celebrity Chefs 
2010 are mailed, we would like 
to make sure that you have the 
chance to add to the invitee 
list.  We all have friends, col-
leagues, neighbors and business 
associates who might enjoy re-

ceiving an invitation to Ce-
lebrity Chefs.  Please help 
us to continue to raise 
awareness about our cause 
and make Celebrity Chefs 
a continued success by 
sending your invitee sug-
gestions to: pattijocamp-

bell@sbcglobal.net  

mailto:pattyshaw@planetshaw.com?subject=Celebrity%20Chefs%20experience%20for%20the%20next%20newsletter

