
the SafeHaven Halloween carni-
val. Once again, SOS members 
stepped up to the plate; we 
delivered three boxes full of 

candy and costumes. 

Please make plans to attend our 
December luncheon at the Gay-
lord Hotel. Weõre going to be in 
a private dining room; our 
speaker is Representative Vicki 
Truitt. Sheõs going to bring us up
-to-date on legislation that af-
fects domestic violence victims 
as well as other legislation that 

may impact us. 

Donõt forget to make plans to 
attend the upcoming Celebrity 
Chefs event in January 2010. 
Another spectacular event is 

right around the corner! 

And please remember SOS as 
youõre thinking about what to 
give that òsomeoneó on your 
Christmas list that has every-
thing. Why not consider a mone-
tary gift to Mid-Cities SOS in 
honor of that special person? 
Youõll be providing wonderful 
opportunities for women and 
children as they overcome the 

effects of domestic violence. 

I hope to see each of you at our 
December meeting at the Gay-
lord.  Please bring a guest and 
introduce them to SOS.  In the 
meantime, I wish each of you a 
wonderful and peaceful holiday 

season.  

  Blessings, 
  Sally  

Fall is upon 
us and the 
holidays are 
fast ap-
proaching.  
In the mean-

time, 
meetings 
and 
lunches 

and dinners and events fill our 
calendars as we enter a very 

busy time of year. 

We met in August at the Fort 
Worth SafeHaven location and 
heard an excellent presenta-
tion from the SafeHaven staff.  
As you might expect, domestic 
violence and related issues are 
on the increase during these 
tough economic times.  As al-
ways, the SafeHaven staff 
rises to the occasion and assists 
more and more women and 
children during a very difficult 

time in their lives. 

Thank you to Anna Saunders 
who is working with Half Price 
Books to provide reading ma-
terial to the SafeHaven resi-
dents.  Anna has made two 
deliveries to SafeHaven within 
the last three months and the 
children are so excited to see 
what books are available.  
You may want to consider do-
nating books to SafeHaven. 
Childrenõs books are especially 

in short supply. 

Our September meeting was 
held at Bank of Texas in down-
town Fort Worth. Thank you to 
Peggy Hoelscher for hosting 
this meeting. Our speaker, Amy 
Reyes, a Victim Assistance Co-
ordinator with the District At-
torneyõs Office, assists victims 
of domestic violence with their 
criminal cases. Tarrant County 

is doing a good job of helping 
victims, especially the children, 
as they attempt to move for-
ward with their lives after ex-

periencing violence in their lives. 

While attending a United Way 
Northeast luncheon in Septem-
ber, I learned that our very own 
Georgia Kidwell is having a 
wonderful honor bestowed upon 
her. The new expansion school-
based health clinic that is a 
partnership between John Peter 
Smith and HEB ISD will be 
named the Georgia Kidwell 
JPS/HEB Child Health Care 
Center. This center will be lo-
cated between the KEYS school 
and Central Junior High on 
Pipeline in Euless. Faye Beaulieu 
said, òWe think itõs a wonderful 
play on words that a clinic de-
signed to keep kids well will be 
named the kid-well center.ó 

Congratulations to Georgia! 

Many of our members attended 
the Legacy of Women luncheon 
that was held at the new Dallas 
Cowboys Stadium in Arlington 
on October 8, 2009. Karen 
Parsinen, one of our long-
standing members, was nomi-
nated for her work in the volun-
teer arena. Karen is a truly 
dedicated SOS volunteer serv-
ing in many capacities through-
out the years. She is a great 
example as a volunteer with a 

truly giving spirit. 

As you know, Julie English was 
our Shining Star for 2009. Julie 
and many other bright stars 
were honored at the Dallas 
Marriott Las Colinas on October 

23, 2009.  

Thank you to everyone that 
gave candy and costumes for 
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Sally Bustamante,  
2009 SOS President 
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You can subscribe to the Safe-

Haven e-newsletters by submitting 

your request to  

smbrandt@safehaventc.org           

Mid-Cities SOS is a grass-roots organization devoted to assisting SafeHaven of Tarrant County in its  mis-

sion to end family violence through safety, support, prevention, and social change.  Through fund-raising, 

publicity and volunteerism, SOS helps to provide emergency shelter, outreach services, clinical counseling, 

legal advocacy, and support groups to families who are experiencing violence in their homes. 
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TREASURERõS REPORT 

Balance as of 10/31/09 

$18,411.24 

 
2009 Donations to  

10/31/09  

$90,618.00 

 

$$ Remaining to Reach 

$1 Million Goal 

 

$42,708.60 

Update from SafeHaven   

Those who saw our new video will easily re-
ÍÅÍÂÅÒ !ÎÁȟ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ ×ÏÍÁÎ ×ÈÏ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ 
believe there was such a place as SafeHaven 
and then came back for a second safe stay 
before her abuser reported to jail.    She smiled 
while tears streamed silently down her face.  
That is the portrait of so many domestic vio-
lence victims --- happy to be safe and sad that 
abuse became a routine part of their lives.   

(ÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÕÐ ÏÎ !ÎÁȢ  (ÅÒ ÃÁÒ ËÅÅÐÓ 
ÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ ÄÏ×ÎȢ  -ÅÃÈÁÎÉÃÓ ÓÁÙ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ×ÏÒÔÈ 
repairing because it needs a new transmission.  
Ana cleans houses, but with unpredictable 
transportation, her work assignments continue 
diminishing.  Although she qualifies for a U-visa 
and applied for one in April 2008, she still has-
ÎȭÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÉÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÌÉÍÉÔÓ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔ ÏÐÐÏÒȤ
tunities.   

Ana is a success story.  However, safety is 
never the end of the line for victims; rather, it 

is the beginning.  Obstacles mount up and the will to 
push forward wavers.  Ana and her children remain 
ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÈÅÁÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔȢ  
The complicated nature of domestic violence cases 
means shelter is the starting point.  It necessitates a 
thorough array of services to break the cycle. 

Breaking the cycle also demands community leader-
ship and support.  This holiday season, SafeHaven is 
especially grateful to the Mid-Cities SOS for both 
your voice and your financial support.  You sustain us 
ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÍÁÙ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÌÉËÅ !ÎÁȭÓȢ  4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ 
for lifting up this issue so that SafeHaven shines a 
beacon of hope to victims while clearly reminding 
the community that abuse of women and children is 
not acceptable. 

Not here.  Not now.  Not ever.  
ɂ Mary Lee Hafley, CEO 

SafeHaven  hosted a Halloween 

Carnival for their residents on 

October 28th.    SOS member 

Carolyn Fobes helped with the 

Halloween Carnival and took this 

picture of the children preparing 

to go trick or treating down the 

halls of the Arlington Shelter. 

SOS Membership is up to 89 

Mid-Cities SOS members  currently number 

89.  Since we are now publishing our news-

letter on our website and must take care to 

protect our membersõ personal information, 

lists of new members will no longer be pub-

lished in our newsletter.  If you need a 

memberõs contact information that is not 

published in our directory, you can contact 

our VP of Membership, Janice Kane. 

SafeHaven Urgent Needs 

Most Urgent Needs: 
 
Girls and Boys Coats 
Infant/Toddler Coats 
Womenõs panties size 5-10 **NEW** 
Baby Lotion 
Soaps/Body wash 

 

Ongoing needs: 

Womenõs Sleepwear & Slippers 
Womenõs Plus Size Clothing 
School Supplies & Backpacks 
Standard Size Pillows *NEW* (white) 
Bedding (white) 
Bath Towels & Wash Cloths (white) 
Twin Sheets and Pillowcases (white) 
Laundry Detergent 
Toiletries 
Baby Products 
 
Gift cards for Wal-mart and Target are 
always welcome. 

SOS members were able to 

see the recent renovations 

made to the Fort Worth 

Shelter at the conclusion of 

the August General Meeting.   

Thanksgiving and Christmas 
Donations Needed 

Thanksgiving Basket donations ñ baskets 

with gift cards for turkeys and nonperishable 

Thanksgiving meal preparations can be do-

nated Nov. 16 - 23 at the Arlington Re-

source Center at 401 W. Sanford, Ste. 

1400, or at Berry Good Buys at 1701 W. 

Berry St. in Fort Worth.  

Santaõs Sack and Adopt-A-Family start 

Dec. 5.  Donations of new gifts for moms and 

kids will be accepted at locations at Lincoln 

Square in Arlington and University Park Vil-

lage in Fort Worth. To adopt a family and 

for more information, contact Geri Medlin at 

gmedlin@safehaventc.org. 

SOS surprised 

Martha 

Ragsdale with 

a birthday 

cake at the 

August General 

Meeting. 

mailto:gmedlin@safehaventc.org
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It is with great pleasure that we announce 
our complete roster of participating Chefs 
for our 4th Annual Celebrity Chefs! We have 
an unprecedented fourteen Chefs joining us 
this year. You can look forward to meeting 
a variety of individuals, from an interna-
tionally-recognized, TV-featured Chef, to 
an Iron Chef competitor, to prominent local 
Chefs, to world-class caterers, promising to 
bring a diverse assortment of signature 

dishes to savor.  

Presenting our Roster of Chefs for Celebrity 

Chefs 2010éé. 

Lead Chef Noah Miller, Central Market, 

Southlake 

Chef Jaime Aguilar, Copelandõs of New 

Orleans, Southlake 

Chef Hans Bergmann, Cacharel Restaurant 

and Grand Ballroom, Arlington 

Chef Joanne Bondy, Old Hickory Steak-

house at the Gaylord, Grapevine 

Chef Jon Bonnell, Bonnellõs Restaurant, Fort 

Worth 

Chef Susan Clark, Sweet Memories Cakes 

& Catering, Keller 

Chef Eric Hunter, Fire Oak Grille, 

Weatherford 

Chef Brian Olenjack, Olenjackõs Grille, 

Arlington  

Chef Morris Salerno, The Grotto, Lewisville 

Chef Michael Swirczynski/Sally Bolick 
Strong, Bravo!! Event Planning & Catering, 

Southlake 

Chef Manuel Vera, Truluckõs Seafood 

Steak and Crab House, Southlake 

Chef Chris Wilson, Market Street, Colley-

ville 

Chef Mark Yamada, Trophy Club Country 

Club, Trophy Club  

Chef Charles Youts, The Classic Café, Roa-

noke 

 

This yearõs 
Celebrity 
Chefs event 
will be held 
Monday, 
January 
18th at the 

elegant Hilton at Southlake Town Square.  
A welcoming ôTrapiche Sparkling and Hors 
Dõoeuvres Receptionõ will set the tone for 
an evening of excellence in dining.  
Greeting the patrons of this event will be 
none other than Scott Murray.  From the 
Olympics to the US Open, the World Se-
ries to the World Cup, Presidential Inau-
gurations to 30 straight Super Bowls, Scott 
Murray has covered them all.   Now for 
the first time, he will be the Celebrity Chefs 

Master of Ceremonies.  

Guests will stroll among the Chefsõ tables 
all around the Ballroom, experiencing one 
Chefõs creation after another and sipping 
fine wine, all while enjoying music by 
ôHarmony,õ a vocal jazz ensemble whose 
repertoire includes a mix of jazz, swing, 
and acappella pop. Not to mention the 
exquisite desserts that one must allow a 
little room for! We canõt wait to see what 
our celebrated Chefs have in mind to wow 

us with this year! 

As our SOS members know, this is the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of Mid-Cities 
SOS.  Co-Chairs Donna Burdette and 
Anna Saunders have declared this to be 
the year that our Celebrity Chefs benefit 
pushes us over the $1,000.000.00 mile-
stone in total donations.  With the innova-
tive touches brought to this yearõs event, 
our generous sponsors, and community-
minded Chefs, this goal is within reach 

with the support of all our members. 

So that each guest may participate in 
helping the children of SafeHaven, there 
will be a Giving Tree which offers us the 
opportunity to make specific donations 
that will directly impact a child this year.  
Some of the possibilities will be - to send 
children to the movies with popcorn, to 
send them bowling, to watch a Rangers 
Baseball Game and have a hot dog, to 
summer camp for a week, to see a play, 
to hear a concerté.. things that so many 

of us take for granted. 

Celebrity Chefs 2010 Location Set for Southlake Hilton 

Of course, the exciting highlight of every 
Celebrity Chefs event is the Chefsõ Live 
Auction where spirited and competitive 
bidding occurs.  Auctioneer Dan Holmes 
promises to ignite the crowd with his humor 
and genuine desire to help children who 
are victims of domestic violence.  For the 
time being, we are obliged to keep the 
Chefsõ Auction Packages a secret, but here 
is what we can tell now.  Look for wine-
paired dinner parties at premier restau-
rants, in-home Chef-prepared dinner with 
menu designed just for you, as well as first 
class airline tickets provided by American 

Airlines. 

We would love to see each and every 
SOS member support this very important 
benefit. Invitations will be arriving soon. 
Please make your reservations by sending 
your RSVP very soon.  With our expanded 
media coverage this year, we are looking 

forward to sold-out seating. 

As we enter 2010 with a new beginning, 
let's provide the children of SafeHaven 

with one as well. 

CC 2010 com-
mittee members 
are planning an 
exciting eve-

ning.  If you 
would like to 
help with the 

work - and the fun,  contact Donna at 
817-545-7012 or Anna at 817-491-
5226 and you 
will get 
plugged into 
one of the vari-
ous commit-
tees.  Working 
together on 
committees not 
only contributes 
to the cause,  it is a great social oppor-
tunity to meet new members and de-

velop lasting friendships. 


